Censorship 
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During the First World War, soldiers at the front wrote letters to loved ones back in Britain and Canada. In order to prevent both the enemy from obtaining secret information and civilians back home from receiving distressing news, many of these letters were censored by military officials. This involved striking sensitive passages with a black marker, cutting out sections with a knife, and sometimes confiscating the entire letter.  However, luckily for us due to the amount of letters that were sent some were not censored. 
Discuss the following: 
1. Is military or state security more important than individual freedom of expression? 
2. In what circumstances is censorship acceptable or unacceptable? 
3. How would you feel if a letter you wrote was censored by a stranger?
Read the following letters and censor them for any sensitive information as would have been done during WW1.
Private H. F. Leppard of Toronto, Ontario wrote a letter to his mother on 19th December, 1914. The letter was not censored. 

The soldiers at the front need more rest. While in the trenches the water is over our knees most of the time. The war is going to last some time yet, and might be another twelve months before it is over. The war has only just begun and its going to be a war of exhaustion. After the regular armies have done their work it means that all the young lads at home being trained and disciplined and will take our place in the field. The sooner people understand this, the better, it will be for the nation.
Private Stanley Terry from London, wrote a letter to his family in November, 1915. The letter was not censored. 

We have just come out of the trenches after being in for six days and up to our waists in water. While we were in the trenches one of the Germans came over to our trench for a cigarette and then back again, and he was not fired at. We and the Germans started walking about in the open between the two trenches, repairing them, and there was no firing at all. I think they are all getting fed up with it. They don’t seem like bad chaps really .
Now...... write your own short postcard (250 words) home to your parents talking about your experiences in the trenches. Be honest
· Now you are going to censor your own trench letters.

· Stick your trench letter into the middle of your page.
· Now cross out with a pencil any sections that you think would be censored

· Next to each censored section explain why this would have been censored
