	Characteristics
	How does it happen? Significance



	Permanent settlements
	As people began to farm, they began to settle in one place.  Eventually, villages, towns, and cities developed.  Important examples of early permanent settlements are Catal Huyuk and Jericho.  Early cities became the focus of a civilization because of their political, cultural, and economic importance

	Specialized workers
	As farming produced food surpluses, many people did not have to farm and were able to specialize in other areas, such as ceramics and textile production.  As civilizations advanced, people were able to specialize in other professions, such as commerce, civil engineers, religious leaders, and political leaders

	Technological innovations
	Early agricultural/Neolithic civilizations developed the use of various metals (copper, gold, and bronze in that order) for items such as weapons and other luxury goods; other examples of technological innovations, largely due to the specialization of workers, include advanced irrigation apparatus, the wheel, weapons, sundials, etc.  

	Governments
	As cities developed in the early civilizations, the inhabitants required large public works projects beyond the scope of private citizens.  As a result, governments formed to organize and oversee the fabrication of roads, irrigation projects, public buildings, etc.  and to regulate commerce (through the establishment of laws, courts, and a system of punishment.  Moreover, governments functioned to protect citizens from invasions and to organize attacks on rival civilizations.  Governments also collected taxes from the city dwellers 

	Social Classes
	As people settled on land to farm, there were those who laid claim to more land than others, thus forming the first elite social classes.  Early civilizations had an elite social class comprised of large land-owners.  Many civilizations, such as Sumer, had a slave class, although in most cases slaves could buy their freedom.  Likewise, men could sell women and children into slavery to pay off debts.

	Religion
	As people began to observe more closely their environment in an effort to increase agricultural productivity, knowledge of seasons and nature increased.  Attempting to explain natural processes and natural disasters, people developed elaborate stories about the origin of life and rituals to appease gods they perceived as controlling nature.  Over time, a group of specialized workers emerged to lead these rituals and devote their lives to the worship of deities.  
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