Comparing Classical Civilizations

Greece , Rome, India and China


Social Structure
Slavery

· In Greece and Rome slavery is widely practiced. 
Why? = Slaves were from foreign conquest. 

· China had slavery but it was not widely practiced. 
Why? = China was not particularly expansionistic. 

· India doesn’t have slavery? 
Why? = Because of the caste-system 

Women 

In Greece, Rome, India and China were all patriarchal societies although women in Sparta had more freedom than most.

Why? 

· China = Confucianism decreed that women must obey their husbands.
· India = Caste system and the increasing decline of women during the Gupta empire. Under Hindu law women were subservient to men, they were not allowed allowed to own or inherit property. 

· Rome = Rome had the paterfamilias (a law which recognized the dominant role of men over women) which was similar to Confucian ideas on gender.
· Greece = women in Sparta had more freedom that women in Athens as while their husbands and sons were training and fighting in battle they were needed to work.
Social Pyramids

· India had the Caste System.

· Why? Aryans introduced it to control the native population.

· China’s social pyramid is based on Confucianism = merchants considered ‘lower’ than peasants. 

Political Organization
· Greece and Rome were Expansionistic.

· Why? = they were both ethnocentric, lack of resources.

· China was not expansionistic

· Why? = Thought they were the centre of the earth (Middle Kingdom), blocked in by natural barriers so they were isolated. More concerned with keeping invaders out (Great Wall)

Centralized or decentralized?
· Greece and India were de-centralized.

· Why?
· Geographic barriers made centralization very difficult. Led to rival city-states in Greece and made centralization in India impossible due its large size.
Culture
· Greece and China valued educational achievement. This meant an individual’s ability was more important than his wealth. E.g. the bureaucracy in China could contain peasants if they passed the civil service exam.

