Disempowered people

Unlike in the past when slaves were traded on the open market, today people working in slavery are often tricked into this situation. Slave trading is now a part of the criminal underworld and a problem that the authorities are finding is increasingly difficult to control. ‘Human Trafficking’ is a growing and increasingly public concern. Many modern television programmes and films have been made to highlight the problem. In other countries, individuals and often whole families are enslaved to pay off debt.

Read the following Case Studies.

Nadia
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Nadia is a 20 year old woman from a small town in Ukraine. She grew up on a farm with four brothers and two sisters. She attended the local school where her best subjects were drama and dance. When at the age of 16 she left school the only job she could get was cleaning the local doctors surgery. Nadia dreamed of a more glamorous life, one in which she would meet a rich man and live happily ever after. An advert appeared in a local news paper asking for young girls between the age of 18 and 25 to audition to travel to Western Europe as part of a dance group. Nadia went to the audition and was offered a place. She was told that she could only take up her place if she signed a contract. The contract was written in English a language she did not understand. Nadia signed the contract her dream of a better life at the front of her mind. When she arrived in Britain Nadia was handed over to a family where she is forced to work 18 hours a day, she has no pay and is not allowed to leave the house.

Pablo
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Pablo is a tenant farmer for a wealthy land owner in Ecuador. He has a wife and two children, his daughter Maria is 8 years old and his son Miguel is 6 years old. His wife had problems with her pregnancy when Miguel was born and Pablo was unable to pay her medical bills. The land owner offered to pay the debt for Pablo who was so relieved that he accepted without question. Six years later Pablo’s whole family is working to pay off the debt. Maria and Miguel have not attended school and ever since they were able they have helped on the farm, Maria has recently started working as a servant in the main ranch house. Pablo has never been paid any wages for the work that he does, instead he is given some food, just enough for his family. He has tried to find out how much he owes but the landlord refuses to tell him, the landlord has beaten Pablo if he is late or misses work and Pablo is afraid for his daughter working in the landlord's house. 

