Power and Authority
Power over individuals


[image: image1.jpg]


Key Question: What is the difference between Power and Authority?

Power is when you are able to do something whether you have the right to or not. 

Example 1 - A thirteen year old boy may have to power to drive a car, but not the right to. 
Authority is when you have the right to do something.
Example2 - A seventeen year old with his driver’s license has the authority to drive as well as the power. 
Your example: _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*These are some super simple examples.  Usually if you have the authority you have the power, but not always. For example, Mexico has the authority to end its drug problem but not the power to do it because the drug cartels have too much power.

Your example: _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Matching exercise:
	Authority
	
	Power It Gives

	The law
	
	You can help to choose the next government.

	Being old enough to vote
	
	The police can arrest criminals

	Being the boss of a company
	
	Freedom! You no longer have to rely on trains to move around.

	Passing your driving test
	
	You can hire and fire your workers


*A bully has the  ___________  to hurt you but not the  ___________

Power is the capacity or ability to do or accomplish something. Authority is the power to command, determine, influence or judge. 
Situation 1
Mr. Robertson gives an announcement that no one is to play in Koseki Park since workers are replacing the fence.

Does Mr. Robertson have the authority to make this announcement? Why or Why not?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Situation 2

Later in the week, when the fence has been prepared the principal allowed students to play in the park. A big fifth grade student blocked third grade students from entering and said that no one but he and his friends were allowed to be in the park that day. 

Does the fifth grade student have the authority to keep others from playing where they want?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What methods did this person use to influence others?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is this person’s power different from the principal’s? (There are different types of power)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why is the use of power without being in charge unfair?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the difference between power and authority?

Use or abuse of power
	Fair use of power


	Abuse of power

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


· Mr. Robertson suspends a student for fighting.

· President Obama decides to give every school in America $100,000.

· A policeman parks his car in a no parking area.
· The Principal of a school leaves early everyday.
· A food company using ingredients not fit for humans in their products.

· Popular students at CIS ignoring a new student in class.

· The captain of a soccer team picking only the best players and not only his friends.

· The biggest and strongest student at CIS physically attacking other students.

· A teacher who only gives detention to boys.
Research the use/abuse of power featured in a recent news story. You can use a newspaper, the internet, or some other media. Alternatively use your imagine or memory to think of some situations when power was used / abused. The user/abuser of power may be an individual, group or nation.

	Power Holder
	Type/Source of power
	How power was used / abused
	Your reaction to the use / abuse of power.

	The Coach of a sports team


	· Has control over which players are picked for games.

· Decides which coaching drills to use during practice.
	· Picked his son for the team even though there were better players to choose from.

· Hit / slapped one player.
	· Quit the team.

· Wrote a letter of protest.

· Confronted the coach.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


